[Foreign body reaction to materials implanted as biocompatible for internal fixation].
After implantation of resorbable materials for internal fixation, foreign body reactions are described in 0-47% of cases. Copolymers of poly-l-lactic acid (PLLA) and polyglycolic acid (PGA) seem to offer better biocompatibility than other materials. One of our patients had a midfacial fracture, which we fixed using a resorbable system based on PLLA-PGA (82%-18%); a foreign body reaction developed after 22 months. When resorbable materials are used it is essential to be aware specifically of the risk of foreign body reactions, especially when the facial area is involved. This risk must be discussed with the patient in some detail during the preoperative period.